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think the underlying bill is a very good
rule.

My friend from Florida talked sev-
eral times about the deficit. I am con-
cerned about the deficit too. But I
think you have to put this into some
sort of a historical perspective. Right
after the war, Second World War, the
percentage of the deficit as it related
to GDP was extremely high. I think it
was well in excess of 10 or maybe even
15 percent.

This year, according to CBO, the def-
icit as a percentage of GDP is 2.6 per-
cent. To put that into perspective, dur-
ing the 1980s it was in excess of 5 per-
cent before the economy started to
2TOW.

If we maintain this policy, and we
certainly have a responsibility in this
body to control the spending, not only
discretionary spending, but mandatory
spending, which we did last year in our
budget resolution, and which we want
to do again this year with our budget
resolution, if we stay the course on
that, the percentage of debt, as opposed
to GDP, will be down to less than 2 per-
cent. I think that is a trend in the
right direction.

Mr. Speaker, I think this, as I men-
tioned, is a good rule. The underlying
bill is a good rule.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time, and I move the previous
question on the resolution.

The previous question was ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CONAWAY). The question is on the reso-
lution.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

——
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. COLE of Oklahoma. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks on House
Resolution 806.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
JINDAL). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from OKla-
homa?

There was no objection.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 5122, NATIONAL DEFENSE
AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR FIS-
CAL YEAR 2007

Mr. COLE of Oklahoma. Mr. Speaker,
by direction of the Committee on
Rules, I call up House Resolution 806
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:
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Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 5122) to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year 2007 for
military activities of the Department of De-
fense, to prescribe military personnel
strengths for fiscal year 2007, and for other
purposes. The first reading of the bill shall
be dispensed with. All points of order against
consideration of the bill are waived. General
debate shall be confined to the bill and shall
not exceed one hour equally divided and con-
trolled by the chairman and ranking minor-
ity member of the Committee on Armed
Services. After general debate the bill shall
be considered for amendment under the five-
minute rule. It shall be in order to consider
as an original bill for the purpose of amend-
ment under the five-minute rule the amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on Armed
Services now printed in the bill. The com-
mittee amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute shall be considered as read. All points
of order against the committee amendment
in the nature of a substitute are waived. Not-
withstanding clause 11 of rule XVIII, no
amendment to the committee amendment in
the nature of a substitute shall be in order
except those printed in the report of the
Committee on Rules accompanying this res-
olution. Each such amendment may be of-
fered only in the order printed in the report,
may be offered only by a Member designated
in the report, shall be considered as read,
shall be debatable for the time specified in
the report equally divided and controlled by
the proponent and an opponent, shall not be
subject to amendment, and shall not be sub-
ject to a demand for division of the question
in the House or in the Committee of the
Whole. All points of order against such
amendments are waived. After disposition of
the amendments printed in the report of the
Committee on Rules, the Committee of the
Whole shall rise without motion. No further
consideration of the bill shall be in order ex-
cept pursuant to a subsequent order of the
House.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Oklahoma (Mr. COLE) is
recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. COLE of Oklahoma. Mr. Speaker,
for the purpose of debate only, I yield
the customary 30 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. MAT-
SUI), pending which I yield myself such
time as I may consume. During consid-
eration of this resolution, all time
yielded is for the purpose of debate
only.

Mr. Speaker, on Tuesday the Rules
Committee met and reported a rule for
consideration of the House report for
H.R. 5122, the Fiscal Year 2007 National
Defense Authorization Act.

Mr. Speaker, the rule is a structured
rule. It provides 1 hour of general de-
bate equally divided and controlled be-
tween the chairman and the ranking
minority member of the Committee on
Armed Services. It waives all points of
order against consideration of the bill.

Additionally, it provides that the
amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute recommended by the Com-
mittee on Armed Services now printed
in the bill shall be considered as an
original bill for the purpose of amend-
ment and shall be considered as read.
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It waives all points of order against
the amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute recommended by the Com-
mittee on Armed Services and makes
in order only those amendments print-
ed in the Rules Committee report ac-
companying the resolution.

Furthermore, it provides that the
amendments printed in the report ac-
companying the resolution may be of-
fered only in the order printed in the
report, may be offered only by a Mem-
ber designated in the report, shall be
considered as read, shall be debatable
for the time specified in the report,
equally divided and controlled by the
proponent and opponent, shall not be
subject to amendment, and shall not be
subject to a demand for division of the
question in the House or in the Com-
mittee of the Whole.

The rule waives all points of order
against the amendments printed in the
Rules Committee report, and the rule
provides that after disposition of the
amendments printed in the Rules Com-
mittee report, the Committee of the
Whole shall rise without motion and no
further consideration of the bill shall
be in order except by a subsequent
order of the House.

Mr. Speaker, today I rise in support
of the rule for H.R. 5122 and the under-
lying legislation. This important legis-
lation takes a number of dramatic
steps to better the lives of our service-
men and women, increase our defense
capabilities, and more aggressively
conduct operations in the generational
global war on terror that is now under
way. It is a bill that fundamentally ad-
dresses many of the transformative
challenges for the future and provides
many of the interim steps to meet
those challenges.

Mr. Speaker, as a member on leave
from the House Armed Services Com-
mittee and a member of the Rules
Committee, I firmly believe that this
legislation takes the appropriate and
necessary steps to better secure Amer-
ica’s security and more successfully
prosecute the war which we were drawn
into on September 11, 2001.

To fully appreciate the significance
of H.R. 5122, one most understand the
four long-term challenges that we face
in the 21st century security environ-
ment. Briefly put, these challenges are,
first, responding to the dramatic pro-
curement holiday we took in the 1990s;
second, responding to the operational
demands for the transformation of our
forces; third, responding to the oper-
ational and strategic demands for in-
creased end strength; fourth, shaping
our military for a generational war,
the global war on terror.

Mr. Speaker, these challenges are not
options. They are requirements that
the Armed Services Committee must
address on a continuing basis. I am
happy to report that there is a bipar-
tisan agreement that the committee
has done precisely that in H.R. 5122.

The gentleman from California,
Chairman HUNTER, and the gentleman
from Missouri, Ranking Member SKEL-
TON, have worked in a good, bipartisan
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